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OVERVIEW

History

Beginning with its origination in 1972, the Center on Aging has provided
educational and research programs in gerontology at the University of
Utah. Its interdisciplinary gerontology education programs lead to un-
dergraduate and graduate certificates in gerontology as well as a master’s
degree in Gerontology. In June 2004 its name was changed from the
Gerontology Center to reflect a desire to become more comprehensive
and expand the scope of its service and research activities. In 2005, the
Center’s organizational structure was changed to become a free-standing
center to support its comprehensive and interdisciplinary institutional
scope.

Membership

There are more than 100 University of Utah faculty members in the Center
who represent ten of its schools and colleges. Student and affiliated fac-
ulty memberships are also available. Please visit the Center’s Web site for
information on how to become a member.

Pilot Grant Program

The Center sponsors an annual pilot grant program to promote the
development of aging research at the University of Utah. The goal of this
program is to encourage the development of new investigators, attract
established investigators to aging research, and stimulate interdisciplin-
ary research collaborations ultimately leading to new externally funded
research.

Annual Research Retreat

The Center inaugurated its now annual research retreat in 2007. Retreat
activities include a welcome reception and poster session for Center
faculty and trainees, oral presentations from the currently funded pilot
grant recipients, and a keynote address from a prominent gerontologist.
Recent keynote speakers have included Robert Kane, MD and Rosalie
Kane, PhD; University of Minnesota; Jeffery Halter, MD; University of
Michigan; John Wilmoth, PhD; University of California-Berkley; Timothy
Smeeding, PhD; University of Wisconsin; Steven R. Counsell, MD; Indiana
University; and Robyn L. Golden, MA; Rush University.





















